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own personality, to all personalities that I know of,
which contains what is best in them all and more
without measure. When we meet personality carried
to the highest degree we tend to describe it as
'genius'. By this word we imply some instinct and
capacity to create, to bring into being something
that did not exist before. It is so in music, in litera-
ture, art, and in all the fields of human activity.
Our deepest instincts, our faculties at the highest,
are constructive. "The end of man", as Carlyle
said, "is an act not a thought". The problem of life,
which we cannot evade, is to know how to act.
Then, if personality, as we know it at its highest,
is creative, we have reason to assume, as the writer
of Genesis assumed, that ultimate reality, God, is
supremely engaged in the work of creation.
There is something surely in the instinct of men
to call themselves creatures. What else can this
word imply than creations of some personality
higher than themselves? If we think of God as
goodness personified, as personality on the infinite
scale, we are led to- suppose that supreme reality
would call into being further realities akin to himself.
Such creatures would not be akin to himself unless
they also were endowed with the faculty of creation.
Their end and object must also be to construct, to
bring into being on their own initiative what was
not in being before. They could not resemble God
or partake of his nature unless they could act on
their own initiative. They must be free to create,
to abstain from creation, to hinder its process.
"And there shall be beautiful things made new for
the surprise of the sky-children."1 Truly. But best
of all are the beautiful things that the sky-children
make for themselves, and their highest delight is
achieved in the making. Though I cannot say what
goodness is, I feel that it must be something creative.
Though I cannot say what evil is, or why it should

